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This booklet has been compiled 
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& and illustrated by Kaye Farley 


KRUSE SAK 


“From these sunny lands, where our sons and daughters have made their homes, 
we shall draw our future supply of FRUIT, in sy and quantity probably exceeding 
"—D. MORRIS, Esq, M.A, FLS., Assistant 


that of any Fruit Industry the world has seen,” — 
Director, Royal Gardens, Kew. 


ESTABLISHED BY AND REGULATED 


SPECIAL ACTS OF BY THE 
COLONIAL RESPECTIVE 
PARLIAMENTS, GOVERNMENTS, 


THE AUSTRALIAN 


IRRIGATION 
COLONIES 


ON THE RIVER MURRAY, 


IN 


Victoria & pouTH AUSTRALIA. 


HOMES, OCCUPATION, AND PROFITABLE EMPLOYMENT 


500,000 Acres for Vineyards, Fruit Farms, &c. 


“This enterprise has been welcomed In every part 
of Victoria, as likely to enrich us with a new 
territory.”"—From the Vice-Regal Speech of Governor SIR 
HENRY BROUGHAM LOCH, K.C.B., at the Opening of the Victorian 
Legislature, June 6, 1887. 


WITH ILLUSTRATIONS, PRICE SIXPENCE. 


Front cover of a booklet produced by the Chaffey Brothers’ firm to induce settlers 
toSunraysia 


** THE BUILDING OF RIO VISTA ++ 


+ ARCHITECTS —SHARLAND AND EDWARDS: - 
(Architects followed plans and ideas supplied by W. B. Chaffey.) 


BRICKLAYER—E. N. WELLS, 
CARPENTERS — CHAPMAN AND SHERRING. 
CABINET WORK—W. KELLS of Ontario, California. 


+ $DATE COMMENCED—- Early 1889. 
Foundations, walls, window and door frames, 
were completed by November, 1889. 
Building operations were discontinued until early 1891, then 
resumed and completed by late 1891 or early 1892. 
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UFACTURERS 


LUM 


BOOTE’S TILES 


HAVE BEEN USED FOR OVER 50 YEARS, 
And during that time SEVERAL MEDALS have been AWARDED FOR EXCELLENCE. 


Tifes for Fhoors, Waffs, Dearths, Furniture, and aff purposes, 
CERAMIC MOSAIC a Speciality. 


Pattern Books, Price Lists, and every information may be obtained, post free, from 


VØ T. & R. BOOTE, 


f LEY Tbe... 

w Sn atent Cite Works, 
- 
"N 


BURSLEM, 


STAFFORDSHIRE, 
London Office, Birkbeck Bank Chambers, Chancery Lane, W.C. 
Manchester Office, 49 Deansgate, 
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Advertisement taken from The Australian Irrigation Colonies’ 


WHY A HOUSE SO GRAND? 
rrr 


To demonstrate his faith in the future of the community, W. B. 
Chaffey erected ‘Rio Vista’. 


The name ‘Rio Vista’ reflects the Spanish influence on Cali- 
fornia, his last place of living 


THE GATHERING OF MATERIALS. 


e Local Materials— 
The locality was rich in timbers of Murray Pine and River Red 
Gum. These were used extensively in the erection of Rio Vista. 
Along with timber mills, brick kilns were also situated nearby, 
thus enabling locally made bricks to be used 


e Other Materials — 

By the late 1800's many items were purchasable from capital 
cities, e.g. ventilators and window shutters. However, as no railwa 
existed, these things had to be transported to Mildura by road, 
e.g. drays and river, e.g. paddlesteamers. One interesting feature 
of Rio Vista is the absence of cast iron in its construction, especial- 
ly around the verandas. This absence may have been due to 
the weight of cast iron and the transporting difficulties caused 
by this factor. However, as the Chaffey Brothers had skilled trades- 
men working for them in their workshops at the riverside, and as 
this was the. age of the tradesman, many articles for the house's 
construction weré produced there 


KAKD 


AT YA N AG NF 


To fit Rio Vista’ into an architectural era is difficult as the house 
is a blending of styles, The following list of features represent 
characteristics of the Victorian era, (Aust.). 
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@ OUTSIDE FEATURES — 
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BRICKWORK—tuckpointed in Flemish Bond style. Polychromatic 
colouring applied over the natural red brick. 
T WINDOW ARCHES — segmental. j 
CHIMNEYS— use of back to back fireplaces. Roofs bearing many 


chimneys. 


h @ INSIDE FEATURES — 
~ SPECIAL DESIGN'S ON APPLICATION. 


o) AR 
a 672.8 HIGH ST SHOREDITCH ; Use of Decoration—fan lights and stained glass windows, 
z | of highly intricate design. 

The impressive front entrance to the hallway and stairs. 
Use of marble, wood panelling and carving 
Ornate ventilators and window shutters. 
Omate door handles and hinges of bronze. 
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“ PALACE STOVE COMPANY, 


12 NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C. 


“RENFORD TEALE” 
e709 t Æ .. ae 
THE “ HYGIENE’ : 
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MAKERS OF... 
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Patent kitcbeners, THE HEAD GARDENERS COTTAGE. 


Stoves, A small two storey building at the rear of Rio Vista which is not 
4 open for public inspection, is of special interest as its design is 
| of typical Americal style. 
_ Anumber of one storey cotiages, built with similar profile plank- 
ng were Used as residences around Mildura. 

fountain was situated in front of the house as a centre piece 


| Fireplaces and 
H Wood Mantelpicces. 


a THE MOST À ` 
S=, Ø fo the driveway, but after the drowning of one of the familys 
57 UP-TO-DATE SELECTION Å children in it, "vas removed and placed in Deakin Avenue, 
HALL OR STUDIO IN LONDON. $ E oa hed totheside ai han 
TOVE . ~ 4 was aac O TNE siae O ouse wher 
P a ns Emp Eh FIREPLACES. Arts Centre trist dM ore 
logue U iculars post free, P 
ep Srolleaticn at SHOW kO MS: 12 NEW OXFORD ST., W.C. : @Features to Note— 


Advertisements taken from ‘Academy Architecture’ Volume 17,4900 Saag Ð aa veik pierced brackets etc 
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ENGIN EER, &C., 
Manufacturer of 
BOLTS & NUTS, BRIDGES, RAILWAY WACCONS, CAS HOLDERS, RAILWAY 
CONTRACTORS’ IRONWORK, DOG SPIKES & FISH BOLTS, SCOOPS, 


EVERY DESCRIPTION OF ENGINEERING, &c 


Special Attention is on is paid to the Manufacture 
WROUGHT IRON PIPES. 


CARLTON FOUNDRY, 66, 58, 60, 62, 64 LEICESTER ST., 
GLASGOW /RON WORKS, WEST MELBOURNE, 1 


FOOTSORAY ROAD, i 
MELBOURNE. ' 


Telephone 642. 


Advertisement taken from The Australian hrígation Colonies 


„„ THEDINING ROOM, |. 


@Features to Note— 

Panelled ceiling— Murray pine and Kauri 

Dining cet BE hand carved English Oak. 

Sideboard —litalian Burr Walnut. 

Fireplace—ltalian Marble 

Firefender and tongs—brass. 

The Oriental Screen—used as a detraction from the service 

entrance to the dining room, its origins are uncertain 

Across from the service doorway was found a large: kitchen. 
There were two pantries adjoining this and the servants quarters 
were above. 

In those days it was felt necessary to give some consideration 
to the comfort and convenience of the servants’ working and 
living conditions if their services were to be retained 


Mirror 


Ormote Drawer Handles 


Carved Panel 


SOS 


THE SMOKING ROOM. 
®Features to Note— 
Wall and ceiling panelling—Locally grown Muray Pine. 
Tongue and groove. 


Each piece of wood has been separately grooved and then 
fitted together. The grooving has been fashioned by a machine. 

Cover straps—Kauri—either Western Australian or New Zealand. 

Window frames—Hand grained. (The grains have been 
painted on with a brush to match other wood. 

Chimney—Black Italian marble. The fireplace is back to back 
with that of the dining room fireplace, thus utilizing one chimney. 
(A feature of Victorian Architecture.) 


Smoking rooms were fashionable in the Victorian era, Smoking 
was not socially acceptable and so a well ventilated room was 
set aside to which the men could withdraw once dinner was over. 
As smoking became more acceptable this room was made into 
a cosy sitting room for the family. 


®Features to Note— 


4. Fanlights, (windows above the doors)—a special feature of the 
house, each one has a different design, and in many rooms 
is the only means of ventilation 

2. Ceiling Ventilators—elaborate designs 

3. Window Shutters 
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Tiled Hearth 


The above three were ready-mades, and were available from 
Melbourne and Sydney 

Bay Window—a feature of Victorian architecture 

Roll top writing desk—imported from America. 

The archway,across the room was used as a room divider 
Heaw curtains were drawn across it to make two smaller rooms 
as the need arose. This room was the scene of many a musical 


evening. 
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Floor—Imported Italian tiles k i 

Walls—Willirisden wall paper—imported from England 

Stairway- front stairs, Ash steps; back staits, Blackwood steps; 
balustrade (handrail), red cedar; Newel posts, extra large pillars 
of balustrade. were 8” square 

Stained Glass Windows—These show influence of high Vic- 
torian architecture in their highly decorative quality. Resplendent 
in colour and pattern, they are used as colourful feature pieces 
Imported, probably from England 

Ceiling paper originally patterned the hallways, buf it was. 
painted over at the time of conversion to electricity. One example 
may be seen above the smaller, rear staircase to the landing 


yl 


b) 


Kerosene Lamp 


Hand-painted Lamp Stand 


Heavily carved Newel Post 


UPSTAIRS. 


The upper hall was used as a secondary room and furnished 
for comfortable reading and writing or just lounging, Off this hall 
were five bedrooms with built in closets, and the bathroom 
Bedrooms and bathroom had hot and cold running water, a 
luxury in those days. A large marble bath originally was situated 
in the bathroom but was removed when the building was con- 
verted to an Art Gallery in 1956 


@Features to Note— 

Bathroom (present day kitchen)— 
Mosaic floor—made up of separate pieces. The pattern was 
laid in squares. 
The present ceiling is not the original 

Main Bedroom— 
Bay window in this room corresponds with that of the sitting 
room 
Firescreen—Queensiand maple. (Not original Chaffey material) 
Fireplace—White Italian marble. 


Upstairs rooms were affected by the lack of ventilation during 
summer, but probably ccoled quickly in the evenings when doors 
and windows were thrown open. 
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“Salamander” 
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CEILING No. 1103, 24” x 24" @ Sid. sq. ft. = 1/9 per Fanci. 


“vann Decorations vann 


FREIZE No. 1119. 36” x 15” «@ 4]d. sq. ft. = 1/6 per Panel. 


= Fireproof. = 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE AND PRICE LIST ON APPLICATION. 
London Warehouse: 158 & 160 CHARING CROSS ROAD, W.C. 


Advertisement taken from ‘Academy Architecture’ Volume 17.1900 


BASEMENT AND BALLROOM 


From these rooms there are doors leading to three small rooms 
One was a small pantry used for the storage of dairy products 
and preserved fruit 

The second small room was used as a cellar. The shelves 
ipo well stocked with fine wines including some from ‘Chateau 

ildura 

The third room was a kitchenette 

The ballroom was used occasionally for social functions, but 
mainly as a playroom for the children. Roller skating was a popu- 
lar pass time: 


e A Feature to Note— 
Kauri-Floor—The slightly vaulted shape of the floor has led to 

much wonderment 

There are two theories for its form— 

1. The floor was sprung from beneath to cater for dancing. When 
the springs were released the present shape was caused 

2. The floor was built to resemble a ship's decking 
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